SEMINAR
ANSC 590 A, A1, A2; ANSC 590 N, N1, N2; CPSC 491; CPSC 591; INFO 491; INFO 591; LIS 483; LIS 583
SPRING 2017
Instructors: 

Sandra Rodriguez Zas (rodrgzzs@illinois.edu) and Gustavo Caetano-Anolles (gca@illinois.edu)
Room: IGB 607
Time: Thursdays 12:00-12:50PM
Goals:  
1) Learn and educate on state-of-the-art bioinformatics, statistical or quantitative omics (e.g. transcriptomic, genomic, proteomic), informatics, systems biology, quantitative and population genetics, and computational biology foundations and applications.

2) Master presentation and communication skills.
3) Develop a bioinformatics, statistical, informatics, or quantitative and computational biology community on campus and collaborations with students and faculty from Fisk University who will be joining the seminar.
4) Expose participants to the requirements and expectations that participants have to conform at professional meetings

Seminar information:  

1. Graduate students registered for one hour credit and undergraduate students registered for two hour credits are required to give one 22-minute presentation. 
2. Undergraduate students registered for one hour credit are required to give one 15-minute presentation.

3. Graduate students registered for two hour credit are required to give two 22-minute presentations (on the same or different seminar days). 
4. Undergraduate students registered for two hour credit are required to give two 15-minute presentations (on the same or different seminar days). 
5. Graduate and undergraduate students registered for zero hour credit are not required to give a presentation, but are welcome to give a presentation. 

6. All registered students are expected to attend all scheduled presentations in a day. Some days there will be two presentations and some days there will be one presentation. Invited speakers both time slot available in a day. 

7. Attendance is mandatory and will be recorded for each presentation or invited talk in a day using the presentation evaluation sheet. Some days two presentations will be scheduled and thus two attendances will be recorded on that day. All registered students can miss up to four individual seminars during the semester. Absences beyond this maximum will result in grade penalties. For graduate students registered for 1 or 2 credit hours, half a grade will be deducted every three additional seminars missed beyond the maximum allowed. For students registered for 0 hour, an unsatisfactory evaluation will be assigned if more than three individual seminars are missed beyond the maximum allowed. No attendance will be recorded for arrivals after 12:10PM or departures before 12:40PM.

8. Presentation topics can be a review of a peer-reviewed research manuscript (not a review manuscript) published after 2011 or the student's own research. 
9. Final grade will be based on the audience evaluation of the presentation(s) and considerations of attendance, participation, presentation requirements, and topic difficulty. Presenters are expected to understand the manuscript/topic they selected to present and to answer the audience's questions. 

10. This is a Bioinformatics seminar and thus the majority of the presentation time must be focused on Bioinformatics aspects. 
11. Presenters must indicate the presentation day and time, title of presentation and reference manuscript using the following link https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YfrjCp9qQR2c2gvxUYJWG4EV_aGN0sLSpOo7PqgUE_A/edit?usp=sharing. 
12. The presentation day must be selected by February 2, 2017, the presentation manuscript or research topic must be selected at least two weeks prior to the presentation day.
13. Presentation days will be assigned to the students on a first-come, first-serve basis giving priority to students registered for the first time and to undergraduate and M.S. over Ph.D. students. Attempts will be made to find the best arrangements for all parties in conflict. Do not delete or change somebody else’s presentation selection. Inform the instructor (rodrgzzs@illinois.edu) of changes to your original selection of presentation day or topic at least two weeks prior to the presentation. 
14. Students are encouraged to regularly check the seminar Google Spreadsheet link for changes in the presentation schedule.
15. On days when only one 15- or 22-minute presentation is scheduled, the seminar will start at 12:00PM.

16. As the schedule begins to fill up students are encouraged to register to present on days when another presentation has been scheduled. The instructor will contact presenters and propose schedule changes to maximize the number of seminar days with two presentations. 

17. Presentations must make use of an LCD projector available in the meeting room. A computer is available in the room or presenters can bring their own laptop. Presenters are responsible for setting up the equipment and presentation prior to their seminar time.
18. Seminar starts at 12:00PM sharp, regardless of whether there are one or two scheduled presenters. Please be respectful to your audience. Both presenters must have their presentation ready to start no later than 12:05PM on the day of the seminar. 

19. Presentations are required to last 15 (undergraduate students) or 22 minutes (graduate students) excluding questions after the presentation. Presentations < 5 minutes or > 5 minutes relative to the prior requirements will result in a reduction of half a grade. Presenters are encouraged to practice their presentation prior to the seminar day to make sure their presentation takes 15 or 22 minutes.
20. The first slide of a presentation must include: i) the presenter’s name, ii) whether the presenter is a graduate or undergraduate student, iii) the expected presentation length (15 minutes for undergrads and 22 minutes for graduate students), and iv) the reference manuscript title, authors, and publication year and journal.

21. Seminar starts at 12:00PM. Attendees, please be respectful to the presenters and arrive to the seminar room by 12:00PM on Thursdays. Arrivals after 12:10PM will not count towards attendance. Departures before 12:40PM will not count towards attendance.
22. Seminar attendees will evaluate the presenter using an evaluation sheet provided at the start of each seminar. An example assessment will be provided during the first seminar meeting. 

23. Presenters must update the seminar Google Spreadsheet with the presentation title and link to a reference manuscript at least two weeks prior to the presentation (two Thursdays before the scheduled presentation). Failure to communicate the topic at least two weeks prior to the presentation day will result in a reduction of half a grade. Selected presentation topic/manuscript must focus on Bioinformatics topics. Otherwise, the instructor will ask the presenter to select another topic or manuscript. 
24. Presenters must make the presentation materials available after their seminar to any seminar participant that requests the materials within one week of the request. 
25. Seminar attendees are expected to provide feedback to the presenter and score the presentation in four main areas (Significance and Quality: up to 10 points, Knowledge of the subject: up to 30 points, Organization and clarity: up to 30 points and Presentation skills: up to 30 points). Attendees must complete and hand in the assessment form to an instructor during seminar. The assessment form will serve also as attendance recording. 
26. Students are welcome (although not required) to schedule a time with Dr. Rodriguez Zas to discuss their presentation and receive feedback.
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